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1
LIGHT WEIGHT SHINGLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation No. 61/784,071 filed Mar. 14, 2013, the contents of
which are hereby incorporated in their entirety by reference.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates, in some embodiments, to
articles, systems, and methods of making a light weight
shingle applicable in roofing systems and other building or
structural designs, and a method of making the light weight
shingle thereof.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Shingles are commonly used components in roofing sys-
tems and other building or structural designs. Many benefits
derive from shingles with lighter weights, but shingles with
reduced weight often lose aesthetical desirability from having
reduced profile thicknesses. One concern in developing
shingles is balancing the weight reduction of the shingle with
the desirability of a substantial profile thickness. Some
attempted solutions use low density fillers in the asphalt coat-
ing, foaming of the asphalt, low density glass, and other
options. However, these are attended by undesirable process-
ing and/or performance properties.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, a need exists for an improved shingle that is
light weight but maintains substantial profile thickness. The
present disclosure relates, in some embodiments, to articles,
systems, and methods of making a light weight shingle for
roofing systems and other building or structural designs, and
a method of making the light weight shingle thereof.

The present disclosure relates, according to some embodi-
ments, to articles, systems, and methods for roofing a struc-
ture including, for example, layered shingles comprising a
plurality of layers. A layered shingle may comprise, in some
embodiments, an upper layer and a backing layer comprising
a low density aggregate, wherein the backing layer may be
fixed to the substrate-facing surface of the upper layer. In
some embodiments, an upper layer may comprise a headlap
and an upper buttlap, wherein the buttlap may comprise one
or more tabs interspersed with inter-tab spacings. In some
embodiments, a low density aggregate may comprise
expanded clay. In some embodiments, a low density aggre-
gate may comprise material selected from the group consist-
ing of expanded clay perlite, polymeric expanded beads,
microspheres, recycled asphalt shingles, expanded graphite,
granulated polymers, foamed glass, and combinations
thereof. In some embodiments, a layered shingle may be a
light weight shingle of substantial thickness.

The present disclosure relates, in some embodiments, to
roofing systems for cladding a structure comprising a sub-
strate. For example, a roofing system may comprise a plural-
ity of layered shingles and/or an underlayment. A roofing
system may partially, substantially, or completely cover a
substrate with at least one layered shingle according to the
present disclosure.

According to another aspect, the present disclosure relates,
in some embodiments, to methods of making and using a
layered shingle. For example, a method of making a layered
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shingle may comprise forming an upper layer and forming a
backing layer comprising a low density aggregate. A method
for cladding a structure comprising a substrate may comprise,
for example, securing (e.g., nailing, screwing, and/or adher-
ing) a plurality of layered shingles to the substrate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Some embodiments of the disclosure may be understood
by referring, in part, to the present disclosure and the accom-
panying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is an isometric view illustrating a layered shingle
according to a specific example embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view illustrating a layered
shingle according to a specific example embodiment of the
present disclosure; and

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a layered
shingle according to a specific example embodiment of the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure relates, in some embodiments, to a
layered shingle for roofing systems and other building or
structural designs, and a method of making the light weight
shingle thereof. A layered shingle, according to some
embodiments, may have a thickness comparable to shingles
made without following the present disclosure. Shingles with
substantial thickness may advantageously be deemed more
aesthetically pleasing. Shingles of lighter weights may facili-
tate greater ease in transportation and/or installation.
Articles

The present disclosure relates, in some embodiments, to
articles (e.g., shingles) comprising a plurality of layers. A
shingle may include, for example, an upper layer and a
backer. Each layer may have any desired shape and compo-
sition. According to some embodiments a backer layer may
comprise an upper surface and a substrate-facing surface. A
backer layer may comprise a low-density aggregate. In some
embodiments, substantially all of a backer layer’s composi-
tion may be low-density aggregate. A backer layer may com-
prise low-density aggregate applied to a surface (e.g., a sub-
strate facing surface) of another material, in some
embodiments. A low-density shingle may comprise, accord-
ing to some embodiments, an upper layer comprising a low
density aggregate and/or a backer layer comprising low den-
sity aggregate.

According to some embodiments, a shingle comprising a
low-density aggregate (e.g., expanded clay) backer may be
thicker (e.g., ~2% to about ~20% thicker) than a shingle
having the same or substantially the same weight and having
a backer comprising sand and/or fines. A shingle comprising
a low-density aggregate (e.g., expanded clay) backer may be
lighter (e.g., ~2% to about ~20% lighter) than a shingle hav-
ing the same or substantially the same thickness and having a
backer comprising sand and/or fines. In some embodiments,
a backer layer comprising a low-density aggregate (e.g.,
expanded clay) may be thicker (e.g., ~2% to about ~20%
thicker) than a backer layer having the same or substantially
the same weight and comprising sand and/or fines. A backer
layer comprising a low-density aggregate (e.g., expanded
clay) may be lighter (e.g., ~2% to about ~20% lighter) than a
backer layer having the same or substantially the same thick-
ness and comprising sand and/or fines.

FIG. 1 is an isometric view illustrating a specific example
embodiment of a shingle according to the present disclosure.
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FIG. 2 is a front elevational view illustrating a specific
example embodiment of the present disclosure. FIG. 3 is a
cross-sectional view illustrating a specific example embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

Shingle 100 may have upper layer 102 and backing layer
104, wherein the upper layer 102 may be positioned on back-
ing layer 104. Upper layer 102 may comprise headlap 106 and
a buttlap 108 that includes at least one tab 110 extending from
headlap 106. As seen in FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, backing layer 104
may be thicker than upper layer 102. Backer 104 may have
any shape desired. As shown, backer 104 is smaller than upper
layer 102.

FIG. 2 illustrates shingle 100 with four tabs 110. FIG. 2
illustrates an exemplary shingle 100 with four tabs 110. In
some embodiments tab 110 may have a trapezoidal or drag-
ontooth shape. As shown, tabs 110 may be interspersed from
one another by spaces 112. Spaces 112 may have any desired
size or shape (e.g., to suit aesthetical or functional goals).

One of ordinary skill in the art would appreciate that upper
layer 102 may not be limited to one material or one layer only.
Instead, the upper layer may comprise multiple layers. The
upper layer may comprise, for example, an asphalt layer, a
lamination layer, a paint layer, and a sand or fines layer.

According to some embodiments, a backing layer may
comprise any desired low density material. For example,
backing layer 104 of shingle 100 may comprise expanded
clay. In some embodiments, backing layer 104 of shingle 100
may comprise expanded clay and have a density that is about
80% (or less) of the density of a backer comprising sand
and/or granule/rock fines. In some exemplary embodiments,
backing layer 104 of shingle 100 may comprise expanded
clay, perlite, polymeric expanded beads, microspheres,
recycled asphalt shingles, expanded graphite, granulated
polymers, and foamed glass. One of ordinary skill in the art
would appreciate that other materials may also be used in
backing layer 104 without departing from the spirit or scope
of the present disclosures. In some embodiments, backing
layer 104 may comprise about 10% (wt/wt) expanded clay to
about 90% (wt/wt) expanded clay (e.g., about 10% or more,
about 20% or more, about 30% or more, about 40% or more).
The balance of the composition may include other materials.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, shingle
100 may be a light weight shingle. In some embodiments,
shingle 100 may weigh about ¥4 1b or less, about %2 b or less,
about 1 1b or less, about 1V4 1b or less, about 2 b or less, about
2.5 1b or less, about 3 1b or less, or more than about 3 1b.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, shingle
100 may be a shingle of substantial thickness. For example, a
low-density shingle may have the same thickness as a corre-
sponding shingle made with a backer comprising sand or
fines, but with reduced weight. In some embodiments, shingle
100 may have a thickness of about 4" or less, about ¥2" or
less, about 34" or less, about 1" or less, about 1%4" or less,
about 114" or less, about 134" or less, about 2" or less, or more
than about 2"

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, shingle
100 may be a laminated shingle, strip shingle, ridge and hip
cap sheet, cover on ventilation products, commercial asphal-
tic roofing sheet, or other roofing or building or structural
product.

Systems

Another aspect of the present disclosure relates to roofing
systems comprising shingles 100 of the present disclosure. A
roofing system may comprise, for example, a plurality of
shingles 100, fasteners to secure the layered shingles 100 to a
substrate, and/or an underlayment (e.g., felt, glass, fiber,
nylon). In some embodiments, the roofing system may be
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configured such that 100% of a substrate (roof deck) is cov-
ered. This may be achieved, for example, by arranging each
shingle 100 such that it overlaps at least a portion of another
shingle immediately below it. Systems of the present disclo-
sure may be configured and arranged for use on any type of
roof decking and at any pitch, slope, or angle.

Methods

Another aspect of the present disclosure relates to methods
of'making and using shingles 100 of the present disclosure. In
some embodiments, the method may comprise forming layer
102 including one or more upper tabs 110, forming backing
layer 104, and/or joining upper layer 102 and backing layer
104.

Forming upper layer 102 may include, for example, cutting
out a headlap/buttlap design from the desired upper layer
materials (e.g., asphalt, fiberglass, sands, fines, slate cement,
etc.) Upper layer 102 may be formed from one or more layers.
For example, the upper layer may be formed with an asphalt
layer, a lamination layer, and a paint layer. In some embodi-
ments, the upper layer may be formed (e.g., pressed, stamped,
molded) into a desired three-dimensional shape or texture.

Forming backing layer 104 may include, for example, cut-
ting out a headlap/buttlap design from expanded clay or other
low density aggregates (e.g., perlite, polymeric expanded
beads, microspheres, recycled asphalt shingles, expanded
graphite, granulated polymers, foamed glass, etc.) In some
embodiments, the backing layer may be formed (e.g.,
pressed, stamped, molded) into a desired three-dimensional
shape or texture.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, a method
may be applied to laminated shingles, strip shingles, ridge
and hip cap sheets, covers on ventilation products, commer-
cial asphaltic roofing sheets, or other roofing or building or
structural products.

As will be understood by those skilled in the art who have
the benefit of the instant disclosure, other equivalent or alter-
native systems, articles, materials, and methods for roofing a
structure including can be envisioned without departing from
the description contained herein. Accordingly, the manner of
carrying out the disclosure as shown and described is to be
construed as illustrative only.

Persons skilled in the art having the benefit of the present
disclosure may make various changes in the shape, size, num-
ber, and/or arrangement of parts without departing from the
scope ofthe disclosure. For example, the position and number
of'low-density shingles in a roofing system may be varied. In
some embodiments, low-density shingles may be inter-
changeable with each other and/or with low-density shingles.
Interchangeability may allow roof cladding to be custom
adjusted (e.g., according to roof structure, exposure, aesthet-
ics, user preference). In addition, the size of a low-density
article and/or system may be scaled up or down to suit the
needs and/or desires of a user. Some embodiments of the
disclosure are not limited to the scale, shape, and/or sizes
found in the drawings. To the extent desired and/or required,
appropriate safety measures may be taken in the practice of
embodiments of the disclosure. For example, if desired safety
equipment may be used to protect users from potentially
sharp metal edges that may be present in some embodiments.
Each disclosed method and method step may be performed in
association with any other disclosed method or method step
and in any order according to some embodiments. Where the
verb “may” appears, it is intended to convey an optional
and/or permissive condition, but its use is not intended to
suggest any lack of operability unless otherwise indicated.
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Persons skilled in the art may make various changes in meth-
ods of preparing and using a system, article, and/or material
of the disclosure.

Also, where ranges have been provided, the disclosed end-
points may be treated as exact and/or approximations as
desired or demanded by the particular embodiment. Where
the endpoints are approximate, the degree of flexibility may
vary in proportion to the order of magnitude of the range. For
example, on one hand, a range endpoint of about 50 in the
context of a range of about 5 to about 50 may include 50.5, but
not 52.5 or 55 and, on the other hand, a range endpoint of
about 50 in the context of a range of about 0.5 to about 50 may
include 55, but not 60 or 75. In addition, it may be desirable,
in some embodiments, to mix and match range endpoints.
Also, in some embodiments, each figure disclosed (e.g., in
one or more of the examples, tables, and/or drawings) may
form the basis of a range (e.g., depicted value +/-about 10%,
depicted value +/-about 50%, depicted value +/—about
100%) and/or a range endpoint. With respect to the former, a
value of 50 depicted in an example, table, and/or drawing may
form the basis of a range of, for example, about 45 to about 55,
about 25 to about 100, and/or about 0 to about 100.

All or a portion of a hybrid article and/or system for clad-
ding a structure may be configured and arranged to be dis-
posable, serviceable, interchangeable, and/or replaceable.
These equivalents and alternatives along with obvious
changes and modifications are intended to be included within
the scope of the present disclosure. Accordingly, the forego-
ing disclosure is intended to be illustrative, but not limiting, of
the scope of the disclosure as illustrated by the appended
claims.

The title, abstract, background, and headings are provided
in compliance with regulations and/or for the convenience of
the reader. They include no admissions as to the scope and
content of prior art and no limitations applicable to all dis-
closed embodiments.

What is claimed is:

1. A layered shingle for cladding a structure comprising a
substrate, the layered shingle comprising:

an upper layer comprising a substrate-facing surface, the

upper layer selected from an asphalt layer, a lamination
layer, a paint layer, and a sand or fines layer; and

a backing layer comprising between about 40% to about

90% by weight of expanded clay,

wherein the backing layer is fixed to the substrate-facing
surface of the upper layer, and

wherein the upper layer comprises an upper headlap and
an upper buttlap, and wherein the upper buttlap com-
prises two or more tabs interspersed with inter-tab
spacings.

2. A layered shingle according to claim 1, wherein the
backing layer further comprises a low density aggregate that
is selected from the group consisting of: perlite, polymeric
expanded beads, microspheres, expanded graphite, granu-
lated polymers, foamed glass, or combinations thereof.
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3. A layered shingle according to claim 1, wherein the
layered shingle is ~2% to 20% lighter in weight than a cor-
responding shingle having substantially the same thickness
except having a backer comprising sand and/or granule/rock
fines.

4. A roofing system for cladding a structure comprising a
substrate and an underlayment affixed thereon, the roofing
system comprising:

at least one layered shingle comprising:

an upper layer comprising a substrate-facing surface, the
upper layer selected from an asphalt layer, a lamina-
tion layer, and a paint layer; and
abacking layer comprising between about 40% to about
90% by weight of expanded clay,
wherein the backing layer is fixed to the substrate-
facing surface of the upper layer, and
wherein the upper layer comprises an upper headlap
and an upper buttlap, and wherein the upper buttlap
comprises two or more tabs interspersed with inter-
tab spacings.

5. A roofing system according to claim 4, wherein the
backing layer further comprises a low density aggregate that
is selected from the group consisting of: perlite, polymeric
expanded beads, microspheres, expanded graphite, granu-
lated polymers, foamed glass, or combinations thereof.

6. A roofing system according to claim 4, wherein the
layered shingle is lighter in weight than a corresponding
shingle having substantially the same thickness except having
a backer comprising sand and/or granule/rock fines.

7. A method for cladding a structure comprising a sub-
strate, the method comprising:

securing a plurality of shingles to the substrate, wherein at

least one of the shingles is a layered shingle comprising
an upper layer comprising a substrate-facing surface, the
upper layer selected from an asphalt layer, a lamina-
tion layer, and a paint layer; and
abacking layer comprising between about 40% to about
90% by weight of expanded clay,
wherein the backing layer is fixed to the substrate-
facing surface of the upper layer, and
wherein the upper layer comprises an upper headlap
and an upper buttlap, and wherein the upper buttlap
comprises two or more tabs interspersed with inter-
tab spacings.

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein the backing
layer further comprises a low density aggregate that is
selected from the group consisting of: perlite, polymeric
expanded beads, microspheres, expanded graphite, granu-
lated polymers, foamed glass, or combinations thereof.

9. A method according to claim 7, wherein the layered
shingle is lighter in weight than a corresponding shingle
having substantially the same thickness except having a
backer comprising sand and/or granule/rock fines.
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